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PERSONAL NARRATIVE
post-assessment

Think about an experience that made you very happy. Your memory could be about 
a birthday party, an award you earned, a special day at school, or even something 

funny that happened to you. Write a story about that time. 

Write about a time that you were kind to someone. What happened? How did the 
other person react to your kindness? How did you feel?

Think about a tradition that you or your family have. This can be something you do 
every Sunday, every holiday (Christmas, Halloween etc) or you do every season 

(summer, fall, winter). Write about that tradition. What do you do? 

Think about an experience that made you very happy. Your memory could be about 
a birthday party, an award you earned, a special day at school, or even something 

funny that happened to you. Write a story about that time. 

CHOICE:

Respond to one of the following prompts:

Name: ________________________________________________ Date: ________________________

Teacher: ______________________________________________

Teacher approval

All Rights Reserved © Bridging Literacy



GUIDE TO WRITING
Personal Narrative Unit

PLAN

Before you write:
● Read the prompt carefully so you understand exactly what you are being asked 

to do. 
● Consider topic, task, and audience
● Think about what you want to write
● Use scratch paper to organize your thoughts. Use strategies like mapping or 

outlining

WRITE

As you write:
● Maintain a clear and consistent focus
● Include specific details; use examples and reasons to support your ideas
● Use a variety of well-constructed, complete sentences
● Use a logical organization with no obvious introduction, body, and conclusion

PROOFREAD

After you write:
● Did you support your ideas with specific details?
● Do the point of view and tone of the essay remain consistent?
● Check for capitalization, spelling, sentence structure, punctuation, and usage 

errors
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Beginning - 1 Developing - 2 Competency - 3 Mastery - 4 SCORE

Shows minimal or no 
evidence of writing 

with the audience in 
mind. Provides 
random ideas.

Sometimes shows 
evidence of writing 

with the audience in 
mind. Attempts to 
narrow the topic. 

Often shows 
evidence of writing 
with the author in 
mind. Narrows the 

topic.

Write with the 
audience in mind 
and has a clear 

focus on a 
well-narrowed topic.

Writes with minimal 
or no details; details 

do not support topic.

Writes some sentences 
in the topic with 

limited details that 
support the topic. 

Writes with sufficient 
details to support the 

topic. Sufficient 
elaboration that 

develops the story. 

Writes with substantial 
supporting details 

that are developed 
on the topic. 

Shows no order; 
lacks a logical order

Organizes written 
ideas in a logical 

sequence: beginning, 
middle, end

Orients the reader by 
introducing the 

character and writes 
using a logical 

sequence. 

Distinctly orients the 
reader by 

introducing the 
characters and writes 

using 
multi-paragraphs

Shows minimal or no 
evidence of 

effective word 
choice

Sometimes uses 
effective word choice.

Often uses effective 
word choice. A 
writer’s voice is 

evident. 

Uses effective word 
choice, interesting 

sentence variety and 
a writer’s voice is 

evident

Shows minimal or no 
sentence variation. 

Sometimes uses 
sentence variation. 

Often uses sentence 
variation. 

Writes using sentence 
variation.

Minimal or no control 
of spacing, 
grammar, 

mechanics, spelling, 
or usage. 

Some evidence of 
applying spelling 
strategies. Limited 

mechanics. 

Uses punctuation 
and capitalization 

correctly most of the 
time. Uses 

conventional spelling 
for most words. 

Evident control of 
capitalization, 

punctuations and 
spelling.
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Personal Narrative Post-Assessment
Name ______________________________________________________ Date _________________________

Score: ___________ / 24All Rights Reserved © Bridging Literacy



NEEDS IMPROVEMENT CRITERIA EXCEEDING STANDARDS

FOCUS

Write with the audience in 
mind and has a clear focus 
on a well-narrowed topic.

CONTENT

Writes with substantial 
supporting details that are 
developed on the topic. 

ORGANIZATION

Orients the reader by 
introducing the characters 

and writes using 
multi-paragraphs

STYLE

Uses effective word choice, 
interesting sentence variety 

and a writer’s voice is evident

GRAMMAR

Writes using sentence 
variation.

CONVENTIONS

Evident control of 
capitalization, punctuations 

and spelling.

Name ______________________________________________________ Date _________________________

POST-ASSESSMENT
Personal Narrative Writing

All Rights Reserved © Bridging Literacy





Name _______________________________________ Date______________________

STORY IDEA SELECTION
What story did you choose to write about? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

Why did you choose to write about this story? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Do you remember most of the events? YES NO

Are you able to describe this event? YES NO

Is this event a small moment? YES NO

Name _______________________________________ Date______________________

STORY IDEA SELECTION
What story did you choose to write about? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

Why did you choose to write about this story? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Do you remember most of the events? YES NO

Are you able to describe this event? YES NO

Is this event a small moment? YES NO





WHO 

WHAT

WHEN

WHERE

WHY

HOW

QUESTION ANSWER

ASKING AND ANSWERING QUESTIONS
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Directions: Begin by creating questions that you can ask using the key words in the center. After you 
develop your questions , write your answer in the space provided. Be sure to use complete sentences. 

Name _______________________________________________ Date ___________________________



PRINTING THE ANCHOR CHART
The anchor charts are 
made for legal size paper 
(8.5x14). 

You can purchase legal 
size cardstock and then 
laminate for durability.

For easy storage, add the 
unit name and lesson 
number on the back in 
sharpie to use in the future.

When printing, make sure 
to change the paper size 
on the print settings. 

To access the anchor, click 
on the image or button.
Then use the download 
button        to save the pdf 
to your computer.

GET THE ANCHOR HERE

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_LJ0mtJdbTQN9xlWWLY3LO_gJSorshPW/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_LJ0mtJdbTQN9xlWWLY3LO_gJSorshPW/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_LJ0mtJdbTQN9xlWWLY3LO_gJSorshPW/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_LJ0mtJdbTQN9xlWWLY3LO_gJSorshPW/view?usp=sharing




WHO 

WHAT

WHEN

WHERE

WHY

HOW

QUESTION ANSWER

ASKING AND ANSWERING QUESTIONS
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Directions: Begin by creating questions that you can ask using the key words in the center. After you 
develop your questions , write your answer in the space provided. Be sure to use complete sentences. 

Name _______________________________________________ Date ___________________________





SIMILES

Watching the show last night was like watching grass grow. 

The spider’s web is as sticky as glue. 

Mom sees everything; she has eyes like a hawk!

During the house fire, my dad was as brave as a lion. 

After that meal, I feel as fat as a pig. 

Without my glasses, I am as blind as a bat.

Sunday is cleaning day. By the time we’re done, the house is as clean as 
a whistle. 

That speaker was as dull as dishwater. 

She fluttered like a hummingbird around the classroom. 

My literature teacher is as wise as an owl. 



NOT SIMILES

Mike is a worker bee today. 

Rachel was a brick wall and wouldn’t listen to a word her friend said. 

Mowing the lawn was a walk in the park. 

Barry bought a book to bring to the backyard barbecue.

I’ve told you a million times, pick up your dirty socks.

I am going to die of embarrassment. 

The warm fireplace seemed to be calling my name. 

The angry sky roared and threw lightning around. 

The gentle wind softly kissed my cheeks as I walked. 

I would love to draw the scenery for you! It will be a piece of cake. 



PRINTING THE ANCHOR CHART
The anchor charts are 
made for legal size paper 
(8.5x14). 

You can purchase legal 
size cardstock and then 
laminate for durability.

For easy storage, add the 
unit name and lesson 
number on the back in 
sharpie to use in the future.

When printing, make sure 
to change the paper size 
on the print settings. 

To access the anchor, click 
on the image or button.
Then use the download 
button        to save the pdf 
to your computer.

GET THE ANCHOR HERE

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tLxlWia9fFiAlrEDq8zfltjFKfdY_jMO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tLxlWia9fFiAlrEDq8zfltjFKfdY_jMO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tLxlWia9fFiAlrEDq8zfltjFKfdY_jMO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tLxlWia9fFiAlrEDq8zfltjFKfdY_jMO/view?usp=sharing


SIMILE PRACTICE
Directions: Identify the two things that are being compared in each simile and 

explain what the simile is expressing in literal language. 

1. The boy was smart as a fox when trying to pass his test. 

2. The running back was quick as a cat on the football field. 

3. My dad is tough as nails because he never shows weakness. 

4. The boxer head is hard as a rock. 

5. The player is tough as a tiger. 

6. The boy cried like a baby when he fell off the swing. 

7. The boy drinks like a fish at the water fountain. 

8. The runner slithered like a snake across the finish line. 

9. The water on the river glistened like sequins on a dress. 

10. The girl ran like the wind to get to class on time. 

BONUS: Finish this sentence:

The sun beat down on the sand like ________________________________________.

Name Date



Directions: Identify the two things that are being compared in each simile and 
explain what the simile is expressing in literal language. 

Example: I am the oldest of four. My little sisters fight like cats and dogs. 

_____Sisters_____ ( is / are ) being compared to _____cats and dogs_____

In literal language this means…..
The two sisters do not get along and are always fighting. 

1. On the weekends I can’t play until I finish my list. I do my chores as quick as lightning.

_________________________ ( is / are) being compared to _____________________.

In literal language this means….

2. While we were outside, I picked some flower. I stood like a statue as the bee flew by me.  

_________________________ ( is / are) being compared to _____________________.

In literal language this means….

3. My mom can see everything I do. She has eyes like a hawk! 

_________________________ ( is / are) being compared to _____________________.

In literal language this means….

4. When my brother is embarrassed his face turns as red as a tomato.  

_________________________ ( is / are) being compared to _____________________.

In literal language this means….



CLASSROOM COLLECTION

CLASSROOM COLLECTION

FOCUS ______________________________________________:

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

From the text: _____________________________________________________

Found by _________________________________________________________

FOCUS ______________________________________________:

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

From the text: _____________________________________________________

Found by _________________________________________________________





BEGINNING, MIDDLE, END ORGANIZER
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Directions: Using the table below, think about your story and draw an image to represent the beginning, 
middle and end. Next to each image, write a few words or bullet points that helps explain each part of your 

story. 

Name _______________________________________________ Date ___________________________

DRAW AN IMAGE: BEGINNING

DRAW AN IMAGE: MIDDLE

DRAW AN IMAGE: END







PRINTING THE ANCHOR CHART
The anchor charts are 
made for legal size paper 
(8.5x14). 

You can purchase legal 
size cardstock and then 
laminate for durability.

For easy storage, add the 
unit name and lesson 
number on the back in 
sharpie to use in the future.

When printing, make sure 
to change the paper size 
on the print settings. 

To access the anchor, click 
on the image or button.
Then use the download 
button        to save the pdf 
to your computer.

GET THE ANCHOR HERE

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18OpYvnvkVoeL_qI5llcPy6ZMYyBE98fZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18OpYvnvkVoeL_qI5llcPy6ZMYyBE98fZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18OpYvnvkVoeL_qI5llcPy6ZMYyBE98fZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18OpYvnvkVoeL_qI5llcPy6ZMYyBE98fZ/view?usp=sharing


















DESCRIPTIVE LANGUAGE PRACTICE
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Directions: After participating in the group activity, use the words that were brainstormed to help you come 
up with one descriptive sentence for each image. Be sure to write the sentence next to the number that 

matches the number on the image. 

Name _______________________________________________ Date ___________________________

1. _________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3. _________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

4. _________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

5. _________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

6. _________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

7. _________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

8. _________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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PRINTING THE ANCHOR CHART
The anchor charts are 
made for legal size paper 
(8.5x14). 

You can purchase legal 
size cardstock and then 
laminate for durability.

For easy storage, add the 
unit name and lesson 
number on the back in 
sharpie to use in the future.

When printing, make sure 
to change the paper size 
on the print settings. 

To access the anchor, click 
on the image or button.
Then use the download 
button        to save the pdf 
to your computer.

GET THE ANCHOR HERE

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ICDZ2BWMLo5O3-0LApeabIitLuvpcIss/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ICDZ2BWMLo5O3-0LApeabIitLuvpcIss/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ICDZ2BWMLo5O3-0LApeabIitLuvpcIss/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ICDZ2BWMLo5O3-0LApeabIitLuvpcIss/view?usp=sharing




COMMA IN A SERIES
Directions: Rewrite the sentences, and add commas wherever required. 

Example: Mary went to the movies with Ed Tina and Alvin. 
Answer: Mary went to the movies with Ed, Tina, and Alvin. 

1. Kenny likes apples bananas oranges and strawberries. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

2. My mom invited Sam Louise and Liam for my birthdays party. 

____________________________________________________________________________

3. The Richards have been to Sydney London and Brazil. 

____________________________________________________________________________

4. Don’t forget to sweep the floor clean the windows and take out the trash.

____________________________________________________________________________

5. Polly saw polar bears flamingoes snakes and monkeys at the zoo. 

____________________________________________________________________________

6. When we go camping we pack lanterns sleeping bags bug spray and flashlights. 

____________________________________________________________________________

7. My favorite subjects are science math art and music. 

____________________________________________________________________________

8. Kim Mandy and Sara all went on the trip with me. 

____________________________________________________________________________

Name Date



CLASSROOM COLLECTION

CLASSROOM COLLECTION

FOCUS ______________________________________________:

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

From the text: _____________________________________________________

Found by _________________________________________________________

FOCUS ______________________________________________:

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

From the text: _____________________________________________________

Found by _________________________________________________________







PRINTING THE ANCHOR CHART
The anchor charts are 
made for legal size paper 
(8.5x14). 

You can purchase legal 
size cardstock and then 
laminate for durability.

For easy storage, add the 
unit name and lesson 
number on the back in 
sharpie to use in the future.

When printing, make sure 
to change the paper size 
on the print settings. 

To access the anchor, click 
on the image or button.
Then use the download 
button        to save the pdf 
to your computer.

GET THE ANCHOR HERE

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1orBk5ID0bn0j6mWJ7GNpC3H0OdRfuEag/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1orBk5ID0bn0j6mWJ7GNpC3H0OdRfuEag/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1orBk5ID0bn0j6mWJ7GNpC3H0OdRfuEag/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1orBk5ID0bn0j6mWJ7GNpC3H0OdRfuEag/view?usp=sharing












PERSONAL NARRATIVE
post-assessment

Think about an experience that made you very happy. Your memory could be about 
a birthday party, an award you earned, a special day at school, or even something 

funny that happened to you. Write a story about that time. 

Write about a time that you were kind to someone. What happened? How did the 
other person react to your kindness? How did you feel?

Think about a tradition that you or your family have. This can be something you do 
every Sunday, every holiday (Christmas, Halloween etc) or you do every season 

(summer, fall, winter). Write about that tradition. What do you do? 

Think about an experience that made you very happy. Your memory could be about 
a birthday party, an award you earned, a special day at school, or even something 

funny that happened to you. Write a story about that time. 

CHOICE:

Respond to one of the following prompts:

Name: ________________________________________________ Date: ________________________

Teacher: ______________________________________________

Teacher approval

All Rights Reserved © Bridging Literacy



GUIDE TO WRITING
Personal Narrative Unit

PLAN

Before you write:
● Read the prompt carefully so you understand exactly what you are being asked 

to do. 
● Consider topic, task, and audience
● Think about what you want to write
● Use scratch paper to organize your thoughts. Use strategies like mapping or 

outlining

WRITE

As you write:
● Maintain a clear and consistent focus
● Include specific details; use examples and reasons to support your ideas
● Use a variety of well-constructed, complete sentences
● Use a logical organization with no obvious introduction, body, and conclusion

PROOFREAD

After you write:
● Did you support your ideas with specific details?
● Do the point of view and tone of the essay remain consistent?
● Check for capitalization, spelling, sentence structure, punctuation, and usage 

errors
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Beginning - 1 Developing - 2 Competency - 3 Mastery - 4 SCORE

Shows minimal or no 
evidence of writing 

with the audience in 
mind. Provides 
random ideas.

Sometimes shows 
evidence of writing 

with the audience in 
mind. Attempts to 
narrow the topic. 

Often shows 
evidence of writing 
with the author in 
mind. Narrows the 

topic.

Write with the 
audience in mind 
and has a clear 

focus on a 
well-narrowed topic.

Writes with minimal 
or no details; details 

do not support topic.

Writes some sentences 
in the topic with 

limited details that 
support the topic. 

Writes with sufficient 
details to support the 

topic. Sufficient 
elaboration that 

develops the story. 

Writes with substantial 
supporting details 

that are developed 
on the topic. 

Shows no order; 
lacks a logical order

Organizes written 
ideas in a logical 

sequence: beginning, 
middle, end

Orients the reader by 
introducing the 

character and writes 
using a logical 

sequence. 

Distinctly orients the 
reader by 

introducing the 
characters and writes 

using 
multi-paragraphs

Shows minimal or no 
evidence of 

effective word 
choice

Sometimes uses 
effective word choice.

Often uses effective 
word choice. A 
writer’s voice is 

evident. 

Uses effective word 
choice, interesting 

sentence variety and 
a writer’s voice is 

evident

Shows minimal or no 
sentence variation. 

Sometimes uses 
sentence variation. 

Often uses sentence 
variation. 

Writes using sentence 
variation.

Minimal or no control 
of spacing, 
grammar, 

mechanics, spelling, 
or usage. 

Some evidence of 
applying spelling 
strategies. Limited 

mechanics. 

Uses punctuation 
and capitalization 

correctly most of the 
time. Uses 

conventional spelling 
for most words. 

Evident control of 
capitalization, 

punctuations and 
spelling.
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Personal Narrative Post-Assessment
Name ______________________________________________________ Date _________________________
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NEEDS IMPROVEMENT CRITERIA EXCEEDING STANDARDS

FOCUS

Write with the audience in 
mind and has a clear focus 
on a well-narrowed topic.

CONTENT

Writes with substantial 
supporting details that are 
developed on the topic. 

ORGANIZATION

Orients the reader by 
introducing the characters 

and writes using 
multi-paragraphs

STYLE

Uses effective word choice, 
interesting sentence variety 

and a writer’s voice is evident

GRAMMAR

Writes using sentence 
variation.

CONVENTIONS

Evident control of 
capitalization, punctuations 

and spelling.

Name ______________________________________________________ Date _________________________

POST-ASSESSMENT
Personal Narrative Writing
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